In the specification: 



Please amend the specification as follows: 
Page 1, paragraphs 1 and 2: 
Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to a method for the preparation of a doped oxide material according to the 
pr e amble of the appended claim 1 . 

An important usage of doped glass materials is light amplification waveguides, for example 
active optical fibres, whose light ampHfying properties are based on utilizing stimulated 
emission. In order to make stimulated emission possible, the glass material in the core of the 
active optical fiber, and possibly the. cladding layer surrounding the core, are doped with 
dopants, which are rare earth metals, for example erbium. In addition to optical fibers, the doped 
glass materials can also be used in different kinds of optical planar waveguides. 

Background of the Invention 

Page 4, paragraph 3: 

Summarv of the Invention 



2 



It is the main aim of the present invention to present a completely new method for producing 
doped oxide material, with which method the above-described problems occurring in the 
processes according to prior art are avoided. 

Page 5, paragraphs 3 and 4: 

To attain thes e purpos e s, th e method according to th e invention is primarily charact e riz e d in 
what will b e pr e s e nt e d in the characterizing part of th e ind e pend e nt claim 1. 

Th e other dep e nd e nt claims will pr e sent some pref e rred e mbodim e nts of th e inv e ntion. 

Paragraph bridging pages 6 and 7: 

The invention and some of its advantageous embodiments are described more in detail in the 
following, where it will also become more clear to a man skilled in the art what the advantages 
reached with the invention are. The doped oxide material produced in the embodiment 
according to the example presented by means of the figures is a doped glass material, and on the 
basis of the description connected to it, a man skilled in the art can apply the invention also in 
producing other doped oxide materials by possibly implementing minor changes in the 
embodiment according to the example. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
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Page 11, paragraph 4: 

It is, of course, obvious for anyone skilled in the art that by combining the modes of operation 
presented above in different ways in connection with different embodiments of the invention, it 
is possible to provide various embodiments of the invention in accordance with the spirit of the 
invention. Therefore, the above-presented examples must not be interpreted as restrictive to the 
invention, but the embodiments of the invention can be freely varied within the scope of the 
inv e ntive f e atures pr e s e nted in th e claims h e reinb e low invention . 
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